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Thomas  Lincoln 
Family 


Thomas  Lincoln  Photograph 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


January  26,  1933 


I'rs.  L.  J.  Schaffer 
Franklin,  Xn&iam 

Dear  Ire.  Schaffers 

A  year  or  two  ago  Miss  of  the  State 

Library  shoved  me  a  portrait  which  you  own,  thought  to 
have  been  a  likeness  of  the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln* 

We  would  like  very  much  to  have  this  pic  tore 
copied  and  sent  oat  to  the  newspapers  to  see  if  we  can  find 
any  farther  Information  about  it.     Would  you  object  to 
hawing  this  picture  circulated  in  hope  that  we  might  find 
someone  else  who  nay  hare  had  a  copy? 

I  would  also  appreciate  very  much  if  you  would 
tell  me  in  a  few  words  just  how  you  came  in  possession  of 
the  picture  so  that  this  might  go  along  with  the  story.  If 
you  anticipate  selling  the  picture  at  any  time,  this  might 
possibly  secure  a  purchaser  for  you. 

I  would  appreciate  an  early  reply  and  will  thank 
you  for  whatever  favor  you  may  wish  to  grant  us . 

Respectfully  yours. 


.Director 


Lincoln  Historical  Research  Found&tiaa 
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yebrtary  9,  1932 


tors.  F.  J.  Schaf  er 


My  dear  Mrs*  Schaf  ert 

Thank  you  for  your  reply  to  my  Inquiry  about 
the  Thomas  Lincoln  picture, 

*t  appears  to  me  that  one  of  the  fir  at  things 
neeess&vff1  Is  to  have  a  rather  wide  circulation  of  the 
p*  stars  In  order  that  we  may  have  acre  positive  evidence 
as  to  whether  of  not  there  are  other  pictures  available 
which  will  help  to  identify  ynur  portrait  as  one  of 
Thomas  Lincoln . 

I  cannot  feel  it  will  hurt  the  sale  of  yfitor 
photograph  but  if  proof  is  gathered  that  yours  is  an 
authentic  one  it  apueara  to  me  it  would  help  very  reach 
the  sale  of  it. 

If  you  could  give  some  definite  information  as 
to  ^ust  where  your  father  purchased  the  portrait,  in 
what  year,  and  if  possible  the  name  of  the  parts'*  from  whom 
he  purchased  it,  we  might  be  efole  to  trace  it  more  closely 
than  is  now  possible. 

If  you  care  to  have  me  write  up  a  brief  article, 
I  think  I  could  provide  to  give  it  quite  a  wide  circulation 
and  If  this  meets  with  your  approval  I  will  be  very  jlad  to 
bear  any  expense  which  you  would  undergo  in  order  to  send 
me  a  photograph  of  the  original. 

Very  sincerely  yol-rs. 


L&fftIB 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  foundation 


March  9,  1932 


Mrs.  L.  J,  Schsfer 
161  Barton  Piece 
Franklin,  Indians 

My  dear  Mrs .  Scheie?} 

The  picture  of  Thames  Lincoln  arrived  safely 

and  we  are  very  glad  to  have  it. 

Just  as  soon  as  it  seems  convenient  we  will 
be  very  glad  to  prepare  a  story  which  may  give  it  some 
circulation  and  help  possibly  in  proving  its  identity. 

If  yon  care  to  dispose  of  it  and  are  willing 
to  set  a  price  on  it,  we  will  be  glad  to  see  what  we 

can  do  toward  finding  a  purchaser. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


LAItLH 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Besearch  Foundation 
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September  28,  1922 


Mara.  J\  J«  Schafer 


My  dear  Mrs.  Schafer: 

We  are  very  glad  to  have  In  one  of  our  exhibit 
esses  the  copy  of  the  picture  which  you  loaned  us  said  to 
be  that  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  father* 

The  librarian  here  Is  preparing  a  little  article 
on  the  Llncolns  home  in  KLizabethtown  end  If  you  have  no 
objection,  would  like  very  much  to  use  this  picture  as  a 
frontispiece  in  this  booklet.    Will  you  kindly  let  me  know 
if  we  may  have  that  privilege* 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Director 

IAWjLH  Lincoln  Historical  Be  search  Foundation 
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MANUFACTURER  OF 

GALVANIZED  IRON  CORNICE  AND  ROOF  GUTTERS 

JOB  WORK  A  SPECIALTY 


FRANKLI 
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October    7,  1932 


Mrs.  I*J.  Schafer 
franldUn,  Ind. 


Bear  Mrs,  Schafers 

X  tas  very  sorry  tfc  tear  that  you  do  not  vent  the 
traditional  picture  of  fhomas  Lincoln  published.  *t  is  my 
Idea  that  it  would  greatly  incrarse  the  value  of  your  original 
"by  having  it  published  so  Lincoln  students  and  collectors 
would  know  about  it. 

X  have  my  manuscript  written  out  for  this  little 
publication  about  Ihoraas  Idncolr-  entltled*fhe  Linc^lsj;  in 
Blissabethtown,  Xyw.  the  foundation  here  will  publish  the 
article  which  will  probably  be  a  16  page  pamphlet.  There 
will  only  be  about  500  copies  printed  and  they  will  only 
be  sold  iti  order  to  defer  the  expanse  of  printing  them. 
X  personally  will  not  mage  a  cent  out  of  the  publication, 
and  the  booklet  sd££  is  only  being  published  because  we 
feel  there  is  a  need  for  it  at  this  time. 

I  surely  hope  you  will  consider  letting  me  use 
the  picture.  The  fact  that  this  foundation  is  using  it 
in  their  publication  will  males  it  more  acceptable  to  other 
collectors  and  authors  and  will  certainly  increase  the  value 
of  your  original* 

X  am  enclosing  a  coxy  of  sp  manuscript  that  X 
have  writ  leu,  which  I  rill  use  if  you  give  me  permission 
to  use  the  -picture. 

Ton  can  certainly  depend  on  us  not  to  use  the 
picture  without  your  permission. 

Please  let  me  hear  from  you  p.t  your  earliest 
convenience. 

Tours  Very  xruiy 


R.Qerald  lictfurtry 
librarian. 

P*S»  In  case  you  do  let  me  use  the  picture  I  sill  send  you 
an  autographed  cepf  of  the  pamphlet  immediately  after  It  comet 
off  the  press* 


TIN, STEEL  AND  SLATE  ROOFING  TIN,  COPPER  AND  SHEET  IRON  WARE 


F.  J.  SCHAFER 


MANUFACTURER  OF 

GALVANIZED  IRON  CORNICE  AND  ROOF  GUTTERS 

JOB  WORK  A  SPECIALTY 


FRANKLIN,  IND.,     (-^  L// 
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October    13,  1932 


Mrs.  f*«f»  Schafer 
SVanklia,  lad. 

Sear  Mrs*  Schaferi 

f        very  glad  to  receive  your  letter  giving  me 
permission  to  use  the  Thomas  Lincoln    picture*    I  now  have 
my  little  p£»phlet  in  shape  to  publish  f.nd  already  it  is  being 
assembled  for  publishing* 

in  a  fev;  tfee&s  when  the  pamphlet  is  off  the  press 
I  will  send  you  a  copy*  Ags&s  I  want  to  t&toBk  you  for  your 
iindness  and  I  ar.sure  you  I  appreciate  the  use  of  the  picture 
as  e&  paisohlet  would  not  have  been  so  interesting  if  I  did 
not  have  the  picture  to  go  in  it* 

Tours  Very  *ruly 

R.Serald  McMurtry 
Librarian 


lovember  11, 


Mrs.  r.J.SchsiVr 
franklin,  Ind. 

Dear  Mrs.  Schaf er: 

1  regret  to  say  that  when  I  had  my  pamphlet  made 
up  the  cost  of  reproducing  the  photograph  of  Thomas  Lincoln 
cost  so  much  that  we  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  use  it. 
X  regreted  this  very  much  as  I  was  very  anxious  to  use  the 
very  interesting  picture.  Mjt  phamplet  "The  Lincoins  in 

Hizabethtown,  Ky.  will  he  off  the  press  next  week  and  1  will 
send  you  a  copy. 

I  m  now  writing  a  magazine  article  for  a  historical 
magazine  concerning  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  father  and  I  would 
like  very  much  to  have  your  permission  to  use  the  Thomas  Lincoln 
picture.  The  article  will  be  free  and  I  will  not  get  a  thing 
for  writing  it  ,  my  principle  object  in  writing  this  article  is 
to  ajftvertise  my  home  town  in  Kentucky  as  a  historical  center. 

I  hor,e  you  can  let  me  use  the  Thomas  Lincoln  picture 
as  it  will  my  my  article  much  mere  interesting. 

Tours  Very  Truly 

R. Gerald  McMurtry 
Librarian 
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4  27.  1013 

Mrs.  ?.J.  Sctefer 
^ranhlf  n,  Xnd. 

$jppar  >«-s.  Seheferi 

Tou  loiter  to        a'arron       I  :  n  totdad  to  no  to 
answer  lu  reg-irA  to  the  Sqae&ai  XAtcoln     IteEftt*  X  smrt  aay 
thai  I       path**  »U2  J  lf*4  <fc  the  letter  Hflfamflfca  I  was  very 
vj.-wa.f-aT  not  to  tl*«  the  ph^t^-rsroh  vrithout  pavrf  58loa»'«Ml  you 
a^rs^d  to  let  ;ue  use  it  with  the  tuiderotandi-a?  that  there 
ro'-'.l  l  "be  no  O0ft9  connoted  with  it  .because  *  was  not  receiving 
euy  inonay  ftyp  cay  art  id;:  r.-hioh  included  a  pfcoto  of  Lincoln  a 
father.  X  foire  all  this  corros-c.ndence  filed  here  in  regard 
to  our  agre^r  .^nk. 

goGn  ae  the  photograph  was  published  in  Kobeieo 
Magaalne  X  mailed  yon  a  copy  and  on  Ssbrjary  20th.  19£3  I 
received  a  postal  card  from  you  atoowlefiglng  the  magazine. 
X  have  not  received  a  worft  from  you  since  that  time*  Your 
letter  states  that  you  wrote  uie  a  letter  on  *arch  15th.  but 
X  have  not  received  thia  letter. 

Tou  say  that  1  did  not  acknowledge  thanks  ftSrtMae 
use  of  the  photo  ^raph.but  *  have  mmp  letter  hero  that  we 
used  in  our  correspondence  regarding  the  picture* 

X  also  have  never  received  a  uhotogr?;^h--  from  you, 
the  photograph  2  used  was  copied  fro»a  the  cne  tXtfl  is  in  our 
collection  here  in  Fort  Wayne.  If  you  mailed  .as  a  photograph 
of  Thomas  Lincoln  X  naver  received  it.  X  am  fcuwevor  enclosing 
under  soo  irate%i  cor>y  chat  I  have  had  made  £ r« m  our  co  y  here 
in  the  museum* 

X  am  very  sorry  that  this  misunderstanding  had  ocmrod, 
X  have  alwaya  been  very  particular  not  to  use  photograph 
vithout  your  permission, and.  I  also  used  the  phot ?gr  \-Yh  with 
the  underst ending  that  I  was  not  to  receive  any  fitanay  for  it, 
and  I  have  not  received  any  money  for  the  article.  I  surely  do 
appreciate  the  usa  of  the , photo p"anh,and  I  would  .'.}.ke  fio  hear 
from  you  bee  *u«e  I  £$2M to  kare  you  know  th  c  I  tri dd 

to  do  the  right  thing  about  the  uso  of  your  oictu  \i. 

Tours  Very  Srrly 


K.Oerald  MB  urtry  Librarian 
Lincoln  latUaal  Life  Foundation 
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161  Seata 
SVaaSslln,  Ind. 


Sear  litau  %toiftyi 

I  -ma         to  IcftOt?  after  receiving  yo  r 
latter  tli St  you  -©era  not  re?  Mttf  to  a©  in  regard 
to  the  JAneola  picture* 

©is  only  address  of  Mr*  Wilson  Ifcatwe  hacvfl 
is  tha  one  you  giv©  in  jwrar  letter*  ^e  hear  from  Mia 
eecaaioaally  as  ho  ia  tlio  publisher  of  snany  Lincoln 


Yours  Tory  Srwly 


H.Qerald  rla!?urtfjf  Librarian 
Lincoln  national  ^i^e  Fw  mixtion 


<faly   M,    11  1 1 


Boar  »V  .  ' 


t  «s  wrliiitt  aw^'jf  Idaeotn  article  for  tha  I«ataalsy 
Froaraou  foMl&i,  ml  I  would  lHea  te  UXuatrato  tg&fl  »f}jtj  *t1k 
tuo  SfeaiK  •;  lltteoln  plwtograr^  fcv*  mibjcxrt  of  «tr  ntery  will  t*j 


Aq  $Mg|  I  will  not  ©rosrit  Ly  tac  teo  or  <V:-.-.  pictors 
or  article  la       Mlf«  2  of  Mm  wilt  gl*«  Tonr  nns»  aa  «£*  MM 
of  tha  03»l;r*7ial  pk>to>*^;n  III  Mf  'JttlcX** 

1  will,  appreei  if*  jw»  ylMMlMi  la  uao  fefei  ^aki^is  Unoolii 

photon  i&« 


H*«ernld  Msitetry  ItfrNfrta 
Liacola  Jfatloaal  Mfo  foan&itloii 

If  X  rocsol«7Q  your  TiGt'vAssim  to  us©  tha  photon  :r,h,:ii:kl  tho  «srt.tel« 

is  p&HiliaA  l  sh*1!  etna  you  *  eo^y  of  &w  rigliwii 
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July  21,  1936 


Mrs.  J.  F,  gaffer 
161  Banta  Hae® 
Eraai&ln,  Indiana 

My  d«ar  Mr**  Schaffer: 

We  are  Interested  to  know  whether  or  net  yon 
nave  over  found  any  conf "rmatlon  with   respect  to  the  rdcturc 
thought  to  be  that  of  Thome s  Lincoln.    We  have  had  one  or  two 
inoulrles  here  about  It  and  would  IVm  to  know  whether  or  not 
the  identification  fens  been  confirmed  to  any  further  extent. 

le  are  wondering  if  yon  hare  thought  of  disposing 
of  the  picture  as  we  feel  that  if  we  had  it  In  our  hands 
we  might  send  it  on  to  seme  specialist  tc  have  the  paper 
tested  and  other  examinations  made  that  would  allow  us  to  be 
more  certain  as  to  whether  or  not  we  hare  a  picture  of  Thomas 
Lincoln. 

I  would  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you  with  reference 
to  the  picture  and  whether  or  not  you  have  been  Able  to  establish 
its  identity. 

Wary  truly  yours* 


Director 

LAW; SB  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
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August  26,  1936 


Mrs.       J.  Schafer 
191  Banta  Place 
Franklin,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mrs.  S chafer: 

I  think  you  hare  been  correctly  advised  with 
reference  to  the  traditional  Thoraas  Lincoln  picture 
which  you  hare,  being  a  copy  ef  the 

original  print  and  I  also  believe,  as  you  cutest,  that 
there  lanst  be  others  of  them  printed  for  certainly  more 
than  one  of  thesa  would  be  copied. 

Thomas  Lincoln's  grandson,  Robert  Lincoln,  only 
surviving  son  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  is  now  dead  and  has 
been  for  the  past  five  or  six  years  and  his  papers  and 
Lincoln  mementos  have  been  locked  up  and  presented  to 
the  Library  of  Congress  where  they  will  not  be  opened 
for  some  twenty  years. 

If  we  were  in  possession  of  the  picture  we  would 
go  to  scrae  extent  to  try  and  find  out  whether  or  not  it 
was  an  original  likeness  of  Tonnes  Lincoln.    It  would 
necessitate  the  expenditure  of  quite  a  bit  of  money  and 
much  correspondence  but  we  would  not  care  to  put  forth 
all  of  this  effort  unless  the  picture  was  ours. 

Would  you  be  willing  to  dispose  of  the  picture 
without  any  guarantee  that  it  is  Thomas  Lincoln's,  we 
taking  all  of  the  risk?    If  so,  will  you  let  us  know  what 
you  want  for  it. 

Very  truly  yours 


LAWjLH 


Director 


ineolnmAore 
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Was  Thomas  Lincoln  Photographed? 


Editor's  Note:  The  controversy  over  whether  or  not  Thomas  Lincoln 
was  ever  photographed  still  remains  unresolved.  In  almost  every  pic- 
torial work  about  the  Sixteenth  President  the  so-called  photograph  of 
Thomas  Lincoln  is  included  with  the  qualifying  statement  that  it  is  "a 
traditional  portrait."  The  photograph  appears  on  page  297  in  Charles 
Hamilton  and  Lloyd  Ostendorf's  work  Lincoln  In  Photographs  —  An 
Album  of  Every  Known  Pose,  University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1963, 
with  the  caption  "A  tradi- 
tional portrait." 

In  a  comment  concerning 
the  photograph,  the  authors 
state  that  "The  reflected  light 
on  the  shirt  indicates  that 
this  photograph  is  probably 
a  copy  of  an  old  daguerreo- 
type. It  was  purchased  by 
Lieutenant  O.  V.  Flora  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War  from  a 
member  of  the  Lincoln  fam- 
ily. Under  the  picture  is 
written  in  an  early  hand: 
'Thomas  Lincoln,  Born  1778, 
Died  1851.'  Many  scholars 
doubt  its  authenticity,  but 
the  rugged  angular  features 
of  the  subject,  so  dramatic- 
ally Lincolnesque,  match  con- 
temporary descriptions  of 
Thomas  Lincoln." 

In  the  February,  1944 
issue  of  the  Lincoln  Herald, 
volume  XL  VI,  number  1, 
pages  21  to  24,  I  attempted 
to  delve  into  the  problem  of 
the  identification  of  the 
photograph.  While  my  efforts 
failed  to  convince  the  hard 
core  of  Lincoln  students  who 
were  so  vehement  in  their 
belief  that  the  photograph 
was  a  fraud,  I  think  it 
appropriate  to  reprint  my 
article  (with  the  permission 
of  the  Editor  of  the  Lincoln 
Herald)  as  apparently  noth- 
ing new  about  the  identity 
or  origin  of  the  photograph 
has  developed.  Then,  too,  it 
is  my  feeling  that  I  have 
delved  more  deeply  into  the 
matter  of  identity  and  origin 
than  any  other  writer. 

R.  G.  M. 

Among  Lincoln 
groups  during  the  last 
few  years  there  has 
been  much  discussion 
about  a  photograph 
which  some  students 
have  claimed  to  be  that 
of  the  President's  fa- 
ther, Thomas  Lincoln. 
This  writer  first  pub- 
lished the  photograph 
with  an  article  entitled 
"Thomas  Lincoln  In 
Elizabethtown,  Ken- 
tucky," in  the  Kentucky 

Progress  Magazine,  Winter  Edition,  1933,  Vol.  5,  No.  2. 
The  photograph  was  then  labeled  "traditional"  and  no 
further  documentary  evidence  has  been  discovered  to 
lead  one  to  change  the  label  to  "genuine."  However,  since 
that  date  certain  historians  have  given  the  photograph 
considerable  study,  even  if  they  have  been  unwilling  to 
accept  it. 

For  several  years  the  photograph  has  been  the  prop- 


From    the   Lincoln  Memorial   University  Collection 

This  early  photograph  is  inscribed  in  faded  ink  on  one  line  the 
name  and  dates  "Thomas  Lincoln  —  Born  1778    Died  1851". 


erty  of  Mrs.  F.  J.  Schafer  of  Franklin,  Indiana.  It  was 
originally  owned  by  her  father,  Lieutenant  0.  V.  Flora, 
who  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Civil  War.  He  served  in  the  Tenth  Ohio  Battery 
from  Springfield,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  on 

May  5,  1865.  For  a 
limited  period  he  was 
assigned  to  service  in 
Charleston,  Illinois, 
where  United  States 
troops  were  engaged  in 
stamping  out  a  sub- 
versive organization, 
known  as  the  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Circle. 
While  in  that  Illinois 
city  he  bought  the 
photograph  from  some 
member  of  the  Lincoln 
family  who  claimed  it 
was  a  genuine  picture 
of  Thomas  Lincoln. 
Most  likely  the  vendor 
was  a  member  of  the 
Johnston  family,  a  de- 
scendant of  Sarah 
Bush,  the  second  wife 
of  Thomas  Lincoln.  If 
the  so-called  Thomas 
Lincoln  photograph  is 
genuine,  one  could  sur- 
mise that  it  was  prob- 
ably made  by  a  Charles- 
ton photographer,  as 
that  was  the  largest 
town  nearest  the  Lin- 
colns'  place  of  resi- 
dence, although  no 
markings  or  signature 
of  a  photographer  can 
be  discovered  on  the 
original  print. 

Half-tone  reproduc- 
tions of  the  photograph 
received  a  wide  distri- 
bution in  1941  when  the 
portrait  appeared  in 
Stefan  Lorant's  book, 
"Lincoln,  His  Life  In 
Photographs."  In  this 
book  there  is  a  cut-line 
to  the  effect  that  the 
photograph  was  made 
by  "one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Hanks 
family." 

Practically  every  book  reviewer  in  the  Lincoln  field 
branded  the  photograph  a  fraud  and  suggested  that 
someone  had  imposed  upon  the  compiler's  credulity  in 
the  matter  of  the  Thomas  Lincoln  picture.  The  consensus 
of  their  opinions  was  that  "there  is  no  such  thing." 

In  November,  1943,  Mrs.  Schafer  presented  the  original 
to  the  Department  of  Lincolniana,  Lincoln  Memorial 
University.  Because  of  the  interest  it  has  created,  we 
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are  reviewing  again  some  facts  concerning  the  disputed 
picture.  The  photograph  is  cabinet  size,  oval  in  shape, 
and  it  has  been  mounted  on  flexible  cardboard  7%  inches 
by  10  inches.  It  is  slightly  faded  and  has  every  appear- 
ance of  being  of  the  period  claimed.  We  have  made  an 
effort  to  discover  the  names  of  Charleston  photographers 
of  the  1850s  and  our  search  has  resulted  in  the  finding 
of  the  name  of  John  Simpson  who  is  listed  in  an  early 
directory  as  a  daguerreotypist  in  Charleston  in  1854. 
Unfortunately  he  left  no  record  of  his  work  and  his 
name  is  of  no  significance  in  this  study. 

It  seems  unlikely  that  a  member  of  the  Hanks  family, 
as  suggested  by  the  cut-line  in  the  Lorant  book,  would 
have  made  Tom  Lincoln's  photograph.  Photography  was 
first  introduced  into  the  United  States  in  1839  when 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  thirty  years  old,  and  his  first 
photograph  is  believed  to  have  been  made  by  N.  H. 
Shepherd  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  in  1846.  The  earliest 
method  known  as  daguerreotypy  was  popular  about 
fifteen  years  and  in  the  1850s  gave  way  to  the  ambro- 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Early  photograph  of  the  grave  stone  of  Thomas  Lincoln 
in  the  Shiloh  (sometimes  called  Gordon)  Cemetery  near 
Janesville,  Coles  County,  Illinois.  Tombstone  gives  death 
date  as  January  15.  Thomas  Lincoln  died  January  17, 
1851.  This  monument  was  erected  in  May  1880  and 
Robert  T.  Lincoln  is  reported  to  have  contributed  $118. 
toward  the  cost.  Today  the  original  stone  stands  near 
the  entrance  to  the  cemetery  and  a  new  monument  has 
been  placed  over  the  grave.  It  was  dedicated  May  16, 
1924,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Illinois  Lions  Clubs. 


type,  an  improved  and  less  expensive  method.  Step  by 
step  other  improved  methods  were  introduced  and  the 
possibility  that  Thomas  Lincoln  sat  for  a  photograph  is 
not  out  of  the  realm  of  probability.  Nevertheless,  there 
appears  to  have  been  a  photographer  in  the  Lincoln  fam- 
ily. His  name  was  Thomas  Johnston,  a  son  of  John 
D.  Johnston,  who  in  turn  was  a  step-son  of  Lincoln's 
father.  In  Eleanor  Gridley's  work,  "The  Story  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,"  Estill  &  Co.,  1901,  pages  26  and  27,  the 
following  information,  in  the  words  of  John  Hall,  are 
given  concerning  Tom  Johnston: 

"Uncle  Abe  give  him  a  pass  to  go  all  over 
the  Army  takin'  picters." 

While  there  is  a  remote  possibility  that  Thomas  John- 
ston might  have  taken  Thomas  Lincoln's  "picter,"  be- 
cause quantities  of  such  a  photograph  would  have  had 
a  commercial  value,  such  a  supposition  is  doubtful. 
However,  as  an  itinerant  photographer  he  might  have 
offered  for  sale  quantities  of  the  photograph  taken  by 
some  other  member  of  his  profession. 

On  the  other  hand,  taking  into  consideration  the  evi- 
dence of  both  sides  of  the  case,  Mrs.  Schafer's  father 
bought  the  photograph  from  some  person  whom  he  be- 
lieved to  be  a  member  of  the  Lincoln  family;  he  secured 
the  photograph  in  the  community  where  Thomas  Lincoln 
had  lived;  he  purchased  it  in  good  faith  and  had  no 
qualms  in  his  lifetime  concerning  its  authenticity.  More- 
over, the  photograph  is  labeled  in  contemporary  ink  in 
old  fashioned  letters: 

"Thomas  Lincoln.  Born  1778.  Died  1851." 

The  birth  and  death  years  inscribed  on  the  photo- 
graph are  accepted  by  most  historians  as  correct;  how- 
ever, those  who  have  delved  into  Kentucky  court  house 
records  have  found  Thomas  Lincoln's  name  listed  in  the 
Hardin  County  tax  list  for  the  year  1797  as  "twenty- 
one  years  old  or  older,"  and  maintain  that  he  was  "born 
with  the  Republic"  in  the  year  1776.  Needless  to  say, 
most  biographers  as  well  as  the  Lincolns  recorded  the 
birthdate  as  1778. 

A  study  of  the  original  photograph  reveals  no  clue 
or  lead  for  additional  research.  The  physiognomy  of 
the  traditional  Thomas  Lincoln  in  this  picture  is  not 
out  of  harmony  with  the  personal  descriptions  of  the 
pioneer  that  have  been  recorded  by  the  men  who  knew 
him.  There  are  deep-set  eyes,  high  cheek  bones,  a  pro- 


From    the    Lincoln   Memorial    University  Collection 

Lieutenant  O.  V.  Flora,  who  purchased  the  so-called 
Thomas  Lincoln  photograph  from  some  member  of  the 
Lincoln  family  in  Charleston,  Illinois. 
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truding  lower  lip  and  other  Lincolnian  characteristics 
that  are  worthy  of  consideration. 

One  of  the  best  descriptions  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  writ- 
ten by  Dr.  W.  H.  Doak,  appeared  in  the  Terre  Haute 
Star  of  February  11,  1923: 

"Thomas  Lincoln  stood  very  erect.  Always  clean  shaven  .  .  . 
He  was  five  feet,  ten  or  eleven  inches  in  height,  standing 
very  erect,  with  large  bones  and  strong,  heavy  muscles — not 
fat,  weighing  about  170  or  175  pounds,  with  a  medium  high 
forehead.  Straight  nose,  gray  or  light  blue  eyes,  rather  a 
broad  face  and  black  hair,  which  he  wore  combed  straight 
down,  cut  off  square  at  the  ends,  and  not  combing  his  front 
locks  behind  his  ears,  it  gave  him  something  of  a  picturesque 
appearance." 

With  little  data  on  hand  to  make  a  case  for  or  against 
the  so-called  Thomas  Lincoln  photograph,  no  conclusions 
can  be  reached  as  to  its  authenticity.  Limited  knowledge 
of  a  thing  usually  provokes  a  negative  reaction,  and  con- 
servative students  always  take  a  safe  position  until  docu- 
mentary facts  can  prove  the  point  in  question;  neverthe- 
less it  is  believed  that  if  the  Thomas  Lincoln  photo- 
graph is  not  genuine  the  hoax  was  perpetrated  in  the 
1860s.  It  is  unfortunate  that  this  photograph  was  not 
brought  to  light  at  an  earlier  period  and  that  Lieutenant 
Flora  was  not  carefully  interviewed  by  some  competent 
historian  before  his  death  on  December  23,  1915.  Some 
revealing  statement,  coming  directly  from  him  might 
have  cleared  up  the  puzzling  problem. 

Thomas  Lincoln  Furniture 

Editor's  Note:  The  Editor  does  not  wish  to  bear  the  responsibility  of 
declaring  these  particular  pieces  of  furniture,  discussed  in  this  article, 
as  being  genuine  Lincoln  productions.  While  numerous  other  items 
of  furniture,  claimed  to  have  been  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln,  have 
been  brought  to  my  attention,  I  have  selected  the  kitchen  safe,  chest 
of  drawers  and  desk  as  best  fitting  the  yardstick  of  authenticity  as 
to  date,  place  and  association. 

R.G.M. 

In  Lincoln  Lore  Number  1476  (Thomas  Lincoln's 
Corner  Cupboards)  February,  1961  and  Number  1512 
(Furniture  Made  By  Thomas  Lincoln)  February,  1964, 
attention  was  directed  to  Thomas  Lincoln  as  a  cabinet 
maker  with  considerable  discussion  devoted  to  the  corner 
cupboards,  wall  cupboard,  hutch,  chest,  desk,  chest  of 
drawers,  day  bed  and  mantelpiece  which  are  believed 
to  be  the  handwork  of  Lincoln's  father. 

The  publication  of  these  articles  led  to  considerable 
correspondence,  and  as  a  result,  additional  furniture  at- 
tributed to  Thomas  Lincoln  was  discovered. 

Kitchen  Safe 

One  piece  is  a  kitchen  safe  owned  by  The  University 
of  Chicago  Library.  It  is  made  of  cherry  wood,  and 
measures  35  M>"  x  62"  x  12",  outside  dimensions.  It  con- 
tains three  shelves  and  two  full-length  doors  which  are 
paneled  with  perforated  tin.  The  overall  appearance, 
even  discounting  age  and  use,  is  rough  hewn. 

The  safe  was  a  part  of  the  William  E.  Barton  collec- 
tion and  was  acquired  along  with  the  books,  manuscripts 
and  artifacts  of  the  prominent  biographer.  In  fact,  the 
Barton  collection  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  Lincolniana 
now  owned  by  The  University  of  Chicago  Library. 

At  various  times  in  the  past,  the  kitchen  safe  has 
been  on  exhibit,  but  at  the  present  time  it  is  kept  in  a 
non-public  area  of  the  Library's  Department  of  Special 
Collections. 

The  following  affidavits  giving  the  history  of  the 
kitchen  safe  were  acquired  by  Dr.  Barton  in  1929: 
A  Statement  Concerning  the  Kitchen  Safe  Made  by 
Thomas  Lincoln  by  Nancy  A.  Hall,  Daughter  of  John 
J.  Hall  Who  Owned  and  Occupied  and  Sold  in  1892 
The  Lincoln  Log  Cabin. 
I  certify  that  the  wooden  safe  with  perforated  tin  panels 
which  I  have  sold  this  day  to  Dr.  William  E.  Barton 
was  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln  and  for  years  until  her 
death  in  1860  was  used  by  his  wife  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln 
in  the  Lincoln  Log  Cabin  in  Coles  County  Illinois.  I  was 
born  in  that  cabin  and  the  safe  was  a  familiar  article 
of  furniture  in  my  childhood.  It  was  never  removed  from 
the  cabin  until  that  cabin  was  taken  down  for  removal 
in  1892  and  since  then  has  stood  in  my  house  on  the 
farm  adjacent.  Tin  such  as  is  used  in  this  safe  brought 
up  the  Wabash  river  from  Cincinnati  or  Pittsburgh  and 
sold  at  Terre  Haute  and  inland  towns  and  used  by  local 
carpenters  of  whom  Thomas  Lincoln  was  one,  protecting 
food  from  dust  and  flies  while  giving  it  ventilation. 
These  safes  were  very  popular  and  the  housewife  who 
owned  one  was  very  proud.  My  great-grandmother  Lin- 


coln prized  this  safe  very  highly,  and  I  am  glad  to 
sell  it  to  be  added  to  the  Lincoln  collection  of  my  friend 
Dr.  Barton. 

Signed:  Nancy  A.  Hall 
I,  Clarence  Hall,  hereby  witness  the  signature  of  my 
mother,  and  add  my  own  affirmation  that  her  statement 
is  in  full  accord  with  what  I  have  always  been  told 
and  believe. 

Signed:  Clarence  T.  Hall 

Janesville,  Illinois 
May  10,  1929 

A  second  affidavit  follows: 

The  Lincoln  Kitchen  Safe 

The  kitchen  safe  which  I  have  sold  to  Dr.  William  E. 
Barton  was  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln  and  was  used  by 
my  great-grandmother,  Sarah  Lincoln,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's step-mother  until  her  death,  December  10,  1869. 

I  was  born  in  the  Lincoln  cabin,  the  cabin  in  which 
Abraham  Lincoln  last  visited  his  step-mother  in  Janu- 
ary 1861,  and  in  which  both  she  and  her  husband,  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  father  died.  My  parents  owned  the  cabin 
and  my  father  sold  it  to  the  Lincoln  Log  Cabin  Associ- 
ation in  1891  for  removal  to  Chicago.  I  have  lived  all 
my  life  in  that  cabin  and  the  home  I  now  occupy  on  the 
adjacent  farm. 

The  safe  was  in  the  home  when  I  was  born  and  had 
been  there  for  many  years.  It  has  never  been  out  of 
possession  of  our  family.  It  was  used  by  my  grand- 
mother, Matilda  Johnston  Hall,  wife  of  my  grandfather 
Squire  Hall,  and  by  my  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  J. 
Hall  who  owned  the  Lincoln  cabin  after  the  death  of 
Lincoln's  step-mother  until  its  sale  in  1891. 

Signed:  Nancy  A.  Hall 

Clarence  T.  Hall 

Witness 
Janesville,  Illinois 
May  10,  1929 

Chest  of  Drawers 

Arthur  E.  Patterson  I  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana  stated 
in  a  letter  dated  February  25,  1964  that  a  highly  prized 
item  in  his  family  is  a  "cherry  chest  of  drawers  made  by 
Thomas  Lincoln  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Turnham."  The 
owner  stated  that  "The  chest  was  (a  piece)  of  their 
'wedding  furniture'  and  is  in  perfect  condition.  I  believe 
it  is  recorded  that  the  Turnhams  came  to  Indiana  and 
settled  in  Spencer  County,  C.  1819.  It  is  said  that  Mr. 
Turnham,  who  was  a  constable,  loaned  Abraham  Lincoln 
the  Revised  Statutes  of  Indiana,  which  was  probably  the 
first  law  book  Lincoln  ever  studied." 

If  this  chest  of  drawers  belonged  to  David  Turnham, 
it  was  one  of  two  pieces  of  furniture  made  by  Thomas 
Lincoln  that  he  owned.  In  Lincoln  Lore  Number  1476 
a  corner  cupboard  designated  as  No.  Ill  The  Turnham- 
Johnson  cupboard  of  walnut  wood  is  described.  It  is 
owned  by  the  Evansville,  Indiana  Public  Museum.  Ac- 


Cherry  tilt-top  desk  attributed  to  Thomas  Lincoln.  Owned 
by  John  J.  Fierst  of  Jasper,  Indiana. 


